
Municipal/School District Resolution on Safer Cleaning Chemicals 
 
Whereas:  The town/school district of ______ seeks to protect the health of children, mothers, citizens, 
future generations, town employees, wildlife and animals, air, water, land and the environment as a whole.  
 
Whereas:  Contact and exposure to cleaning chemicals can lead to work-related injuries for custodial 
staff, unnecessarily expose children, citizens and town employees to potentially toxic substances, reduce 
indoor air quality, and adversely impact the quality of the environment.  Commonly used cleaning products 
contain toxic chemicals that are associated with cancer, reproductive disorders, eye and skin damage, and 
respiratory diseases, such as asthma.  State-based surveillance systems of work-related asthma report that 
12% of cases were associated with exposure to cleaning products.  Children are especially at risk, due to 
their growing bodies and the ratio of toxins taken in per pound of body weight. Workers who use these 
products have a higher risk of asthma and other respiratory illnesses.  
 
Whereas: Phasing out the use, production, and release of toxic chemicals is important to protecting 
environmental and public health because once these chemicals are produced it is difficult and costly to 
manage or destroy them, and many persist in the environment, building up in our bodies, where they may 
contribute to illness and reproductive harm.   
 
Whereas: The State of Connecticut requires all state agencies to purchase cleaning products that 
minimize potential impacts to human health and the environment (Public Act 07-100). The Governor’s 
Executive Order 14 also suggests: “Municipal governments, political subdivisions and school districts…are 
encouraged to review their purchasing and use of cleaning products and/or sanitizing products and are hereby 
urged to comply with the provisions of thie Executive Order where deemed appropriate.”  
 
Whereas: Safer and environmentally preferable cleaning substances and products are readily available 
to replace toxic products known to cause human health or environmental harm.  Studies have shown that 
safer products are just as effective, or better, than the more toxic cleaners, and are cost neutral. 
 
Whereas:  Switching to safer cleaners is cost neutral and can improve indoor air quality, reduce 
cleaning-related health problems, and protect the health of children, employees, and the community. 
 
Be it Therefore Resolved: The municipality/school district of__________________________, will make 
the transition to safer, environmentally preferable cleaning chemicals in all facilities by doing the following. 
 Conduct an inventory of cleaning chemicals used on town properties; 
 Obtain information about best practices that would eliminate the use of toxic products or materials; 
 Obtain information about cleaning needs and healthier cleaning products to determine if safer 

alternatives are available for cleaning needs; 
 Purchase safer, healthier cleaning products as long as the cost is no more 120% of the cost of 

historically used products;  
 Purchase products that have credible third-party certification (for example, Green Seal or EcoLogo); 
 Purchase products that do no contribute to asthma whenever possible (at a minimum, require cleaning 

product vendors to disclose the presence of asthma-causing agents so that workers are informed and 
can handle these products in ways that protect health and the environment).  

 
This resolution shall be effective beginning _______________________ (date). 
This resolution shall be administered by______________________________(name person). 
Date Adopted: __________________ 


