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Duff, advocacy groups seek toxic-free toys 

By JILL BODACH

Hour Staff Writer 

Monday, February 4, 2008

REGION — State advocacy groups are hoping the legislature will pass a bill that will keep toys with lead and other toxins 
from reaching retail shelves in Connecticut . 

The measure, "An Act Concerning Safe Toys," will be sponsored by the Environment Committee. The bill would phase out 
three chemicals — phthalates, lead and bisphenol A — from products marketed for children 12 years and younger. There is 
scientific evidence linking these three chemicals to health risks, and there are safer alternatives that exist for all three, said 
Sarah Uhl, coordinator for the Coalition for a Safe & Healthy CT. 

"Phthalates are unfortunately very prevalent in children's toys because many, from rubber ducks to teething rings, are made 
with vinyl," Uhl said. "These are part of a class of chemicals used to soften the plastics. Many PVC toys contain them, and 
they can be easily rubbed or sucked off, so they can get into the air, like the smell of a new shower curtain."
Last year, California became the first state to eliminate phthalates, which sets a strong precedent for other states, Uhl said. 

If the legislation is passed here, Connecticut will become the first state to phase out all three chemicals from children's 
products. 

State Sen. Bob Duff, D-25, majority whip, said it is important for states to take these steps because cuts to the Consumer 
Product Safety Council have left it almost unable to do its job. 

"The federal government has gutted the CPSC, so that puts the onerous on states and parents to do best we can for our 
children," Duff said. "The CPSC is almost falling off the job, so the states need to pick up the pieces." 

It should be common sense to pull recalled toys off of shelves, Duff noted, but there is now law mandating it. 

"If this law is passed, Connecticut would become the ninth state in the nation to ensure that recalled toys do not end up on 
state shelves," Duff said. "This should be happening anyway, but it isn't always." 

The proposed act would also require the state Department of Environmental Protection to compile a list of chemicals that 
have been linked to health problems or may potentially cause health problems, and the state Department of Consumer 
Protection to prohibit the sale of children's toys and products containing the chemicals. 

Recalls of toxic toys containing lead have highlighted the fact that corporate and government inaction has left children 
vulnerable to toxic chemical exposures lurking in their toy boxes, Uhl said. 

In December, the Coalition for a Safe & Healthy Connecticut and Clean Water Action in Connecticut , tested 1,200 popular 
toys for toxic chemicals and found several of them to contain lead, cadmium and other harmful chemicals. 

Of the 1,200 toys, 35 percent contained some level of lead in them and 17 percent had levels of lead above the 600 parts-
per-million federal recall standard used for lead paint. 

Thirty-eight percent of the jewelry tested, 504 total pieces, had the presence of lead in them and 33.5 percent had levels 
above 600 ppm. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends a level of 4 ppm of lead as the maximum that should be allowed in 
products for children.

Other toys had high levels of other dangerous chemicals, such as cadmium, arsenic, mercury and polyvinyl chloride 
(PVC/Vinyl).

Children's toys and products are not the only items that pose health risks. 

"People of all ages should be looking out toxins in all the products they are using," Uhl said. 

On Thursday, 8,000 personal-care kits placed in local emergency shelters around the state have been recalled because 
they contain toothpaste made in China that contains a compound found in antifreeze. The state already has destroyed 4,000 
kits. 

Uhl said that lead and other harmful chemicals have been found in common household products: Lead has been found in 
shampoo, lotion, makeup and lipstick; mercury has been found in ointment and mascara; lead acetate is present in some 
hair dyes; and phthalates often get into nail polish, fragrances and hair sprays. 

"I think children's products are a good place to start because children are the most vulnerable, but we'll work toward more 
protective legislation in the future," Uhl said. 

Attorney General Richard Blumenthal has also filed a bill to target these three chemicals that would give him the authority to 
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take action against companies that manufacture toys with lead. 

Enforcement of An Act Concerning Safe Toys and other legislation would be easier if other states adopted similar 
legislation, but Uhl said that the pressure of a few large markets might be enough. 

"Even if only a few adopt the legislation it can have a huge impact because, for instance, California is a big share of the 
market," she said. "With a few more on board we could actually affect the whole toy market in the U.S. "

Other states are looking to Connecticut to model its legislation, Uhl said. 

"There are other states that are waiting to see how Connecticut handles this issue because we've been a real leader on 
these kinds of issues," she said. 

Duff said he will support this legislation when the session begins next week.

"I think this should be a priority in this session -- I know it is for me," Duff said. "This is something we can do as legislators 
that will directly effect the health and well-being of our children. It doesn't seem to be overly onerous to any business or 
entity and, frankly, I'd think protection of children would be of paramount." 

Jill Bodach is a features and general assignment reporter. She can be reached at (203) 354-1046 or jbodach@thehour. 
com.
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